MERRIE ENGLAND

THE   GARTER   KING-OF-ARMS

He is the chief herald of the highest order of Knighthood,
the Order of the Garter.   Dressed in his tabard blazoned
with the royal arms, he reads royal proclamations at vari-
ous places in London, such as Temple Bar*

territory, however, and re-
treated to the wall formerly
built by the Emperor Hadrian
which they rebuilt in stone.
For two hundred years the
wall was the northern limit of
Roman power.

During the years the Roman
civilization flourished in Brit-
ain, there were many walled
towns and luxurious country
houses. Several modern cit-
ies, as Colchester, Lincoln,
York, Gloucester and St. Al-
bans, stand on the sites of
Roman cities. London was an
important town and the
springs at the present city of
Bath were developed. In doz-
ens of places the remains of
Roman buildings stand to-day,
and we can trace the plans of
the houses.

Later emperors found it
necessary to withdraw troops
from Britain, and left the is-
land to its fate. Barbarians
swarmed in from every direc-
tion. Of these, three Germanic
tribes, the Angles, the Saxons
and the Jutes were most im-
portant, and in the course of
time brought the whole country
under their control. There was
no central state, but many

found in many places and they have also
left stone monuments of different kinds.
Most students now think that Stonehenge
was built by them and not by the later
Celts. There are many other rude ar-
rangements of stones still to be found.

When Julius Csesar came to Britain in
55 B.C. he found the country inhabited by
Celts who had probably crossed over from
Gaul,. Some of them lived in towns, had
coins of gold and of iron, and showed
considerable artistic ability. Nearly a
hundred years later the Romans under-
took the conquest of Britain in earnest,
and soon overran a part of Scotland as
well. They were unable to hold all of this

little kingdoms rose and fell.

Some of their names still sur-
vive in English counties as Essex and
Kent. Finally, about the year 827, the
king of Wessex was recognized as over-
lord, but soon the Danes were invading
the country in force and much of the land
was given up to them.

The pagan Angles, Saxons and Jutes
were much lower in civilization than the
Romans. They built, chiefly of wood
rather than stone, and so there are fewer
relics of Saxon than of Roman England.
Many of the Romans had been Christians
but the Saxons brought in the worship of
their old gods, though they later received
Christianity from Rome and from Ireland
in the seventh century. The Church
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